Headlines
The headline is the text which gives readers a complete idea about the article. It comes on top of the story. Headline has several important functions. They are discussed below:

The Functions of an Effective Headline 
1. To grab the readers’ attention.
2. Summarizes  the story
3. To pre-screen or select your readers.
4. Draw a reader into the story.
5. Set the tone of the newspaper
6. Provides typographic relief
A headline should grab the readers’ attention.

A headline’s best tools for getting attention are to appeal to the reader’s self-interest or to give news. A reader is always searching for something. The headline will satisfy the reader’s interest to draw attention.

News is also effective, as it is something exciting and new. News headlines use words that will draw attention of the readers.

A headline summarizes the story

The headline summarizes the whole story in few words. Headlines will help readers get a complete message without reading the story. The busy readers want to learn the main thing of an event without reading the story. For example, “Thousands of Haor people suffer in floods” deliver a complete message. Without reading the story, we understand that the people in Haor areas are affected by floods. 


A headline should select your readers

The headline needs to be specific enough to screen your viewers. It needs to tell the reader if the article is for them. For example, a headline like “Westin Hotel celebrates Turkish food festival” will attract the readers only who have interest in Turkish foods. Headlines will help readers to select stories of their interest only. By reading headlines, the readers can easily skip stories which are not of their interest. 


A headline should draw a reader into the story.

The ways to draw someone a story usually involve humor, intrigue or the desire to find out more curiosity. This can be done by asking a question or by making a promise of useful information.

The very effective: “Top 10 tips for getting rich” style headlines. Almost all want to have wealth and money. So people will easily be attracted to go into details. The story will help readers with practical advices about how to become rich.

Headline sets tone of the news

Headlines tells about a story that if it’s serious or not serious or something else. Headlines set the tone of news.

Provides typographic relief

The large fonts of headlines give readers a relief from typography. It gives readers comfort in reading newspaper.

So, there is a lot that can be accomplished with a headline. Headlines play a very crucial role in news. Headlines sell news.

Bifocal mind:

This is one of the qualities of a sub-editor. When a sub-editor corrects grammatical errors, improve language and make the story concise, he or she will also be careful about the information given. Although sub-editors work in office, he or she can also be able to visualize the spot where the incident took place. It means his or her mind will travel from the office to the spot. It helps sub-editors understand the facts and find any mistakes in information. This quality is compared with bifocal lens of glasses. This is called bifocal mind of sub-editors.


News Value

An event is considered to be news on the basis of some criteria. These criteria help the editors judge the importance of news. This is also called news worthiness. The news value can vary from place to place and from culture to culture. Floods in Bangladesh have greater news value for Bangladeshi news media than floods in India. This is because of proximity. Besides, bad news is more newsworthy than good news. People like bad news more than good news. The new things have greater news value than older ones. This is called timeliness.

News Chemistry

An event is published as news if it has at least one of news elements. News elements include proximity, fame, timeliness, conflict etc. If an event has two news elements will be bigger news than that with only element. The combination two elements or more add the new value to the event. This is called chemistry of news elements as it happens when hydrogen and oxygen produce new thing : water.        

