How Obama's sentence-structure works
By Cory Doctorow at 10:19 pm Tuesday, Feb 17

Garth Risk Hallberg diagrams Obama's sentences and detects the Obaman power-grammar trick:
tucking away the controversial
%« part between inspiring mottos:
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(Turn it on its side and it could be

a mobile.) The third "that" - thrown in 29 words into a 43-word sentence - creates three parallel

predicate nouns. And then there's a little parallel flourish at the end: "I am more interested in
looking forward than I am in looking back..."”

This may be the essential Obama gift: making complexity and caution sound bold and active,
even masculine... or rather, it may be one facet of a larger gift: what Zadie Smith calls "having
more than one voice in your ear." Notice the canny way that the sentence above turns on the
fulcrum of what may be Obama's favorite word: "but." What appears to be a hard line - "My
view is... that nobody is above the law" - turns out to have been a qualifier for a vaguer but more
inspiring motto: "l am more interested in looking forward than I am in looking back." The most
controversial part of the sentence - "people should be prosecuted” - gets tucked away, almost
parenthetically, in the middle...if comedians ever overcome their Obama anxiety, this may be his
Achilles heel: "The beef, assuming it's in a port wine reduction, sounds, uh, amazing, but on the
other hand, given that the chicken is, ah, locally grown, I'd be eager to try it."

See the link: http://boingboing.net/2009/02/17/how-obamas-sentences.html




